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RIGHT HONORABLE, RIGHT WORSH IPEVLL, AND MVCH RESPECTED: 


E vnderwritten being appointed to ſerue the infefted Catholicks of the City and Suburbs of 
London,with our ſpiricaal afsiſtance,hauing ſcene with our eyes the extreme neceGiry which - 
many of the poorer ſort are fallen into, by reaſon of the preſent fickneſſe,do thinke our ſelues obli gedeuen - 
in conſcience, to make the ſame knowne ynto you , by a publicke lerter, to the end that thoſe, whom God 
hach ble with ſufficienr ability and meanes, taking ſo weighty a marter into their ſerjous conkideratzon, -- 
' may, rhrough the help of his holy grace, refolue with themſelues forthwich, rodoe what in them lierh > 

{and whatin uch an exigent Chriſtian charity and duty bindeth euery one vnro , forthe neceſſary fi ppork 
| and reliefe of ſo great a multitude, | ' 
Wee doeproteſt vnto you ſeriouſly, even vpon our ſoules and confeiences, that the greatneſfſe of this. 
calamirie cxceederh allbeliefe, in ſo much as wee ſhould never haue imagined the leaſt parr,of that which 
really is, had not our owne eyes, and daily experience ſufficiently atrefted the ſame vnto ys , and wee 
may truly auerre, that this ſo great a deſolation :mongſt our poore brethren, ioyned wirh rhe ſiwall 
| meanes and power wee haue, to relicue them, is a farre more gneuous affliction vnto vs, then all the la« | 
bours and dangers, which wee vndergoedaily for their ſpiritua)l ayde and comfort, 7 
There are ſome perſons in the number of theſe afflifted , who, notwithſtanding they were well borne, 
and bred 8 _ econſtrained, through extremity of want, to ſell, or pawne all they had, remaine 
( ſhur vp within the bare walls ofa poore chamber , hauing nor wherewithall roallay thera geot hunger, 
| nor ſcarcely ro couer nakedneſſe, There arcothers , who, for the ſpace of three dayes togearher haue nor 
orten a morſell of bread to pur into their months. Wee haue juſt cauſe ro feare, that ſome doe periſh- 
| Hen of food : others tor want of rendance : others for want of ordinary helpes and remedies , with 
which they mighreafily eſcape death , and be cured. Ar this preſent there areaboue fifty ſeuerall families 


=. 


\ which are vifited ,and fhuc vp; and ruly fach is rhe feeling , whichmanyof theſe creacur Brat]e5 * 
| of rhis their moſt wretched eſtate, that finding themitlues depriued of meanes where y to live, (all man- 


| ner of worke fayling them at this time) they are brought euen ro the brinke of deſpaire, wiſhing from 
| their hearr to be ceaz?d vpon with the licknefſe (if God were fo pleaſed) thereby ro haſten death,and with « 
it, theend of this their languiſhing ons, which ro them is worſe then deathitr ſelfe. 
| The example of theProteſtants, both in the Cirty and the Countrey ( whidt is well knowne to all 
. may bceno ſmall inducement vnto Catholicks, ro imitate their care , prouidence, and bounty in this be 
 halte. We have heard of ſome particulers amongſt them, which are very memorable. One noble man of -: 
theirs hath beſtowed lately the ſumme of three hundred pounds, leauing it to the diſtribution of a Gentle» 
, manof goodquality , who tooke the paines to viſit the houſes of the poore him{lfe , atid rodenide irae | 
| mongſt them wich his owne hands. An other party of account ( Sonne to an Alderman of Landon) hath * 
| beene ſcene ro goein perſon to ſeeke onr the poore that wanted worke, being peighbours to ſuch as were 
 infe&ed, and with his owne hands to beſtow a Jarge beneuolence amongſt them, And if thoſe who ac» 
' knowledge no merit in good workes, out of a generous minde, or naturall compaſsion are ſo reidy 
| aGiſt their diſtre(ſed brerhren ſo plenrifully ; ic mayſeeme that no lefſe , bur rather much more ſhould bes 
| expetted art thc hands of Catholicks, who profeſsinvg.robelicue the dorine of meri c,hauethereby a farre - 
| higher moriue chap Proteſtants haue to performe mathe: of Charity, and ro open the bowells of mercy ,efos. 
; Pet's iz rime of ft gencralt zh prefeitng nectditcy , rowaids their pdoie and Gctelatoctocn, Wi 
' haue no expettation or hope of reliete from any, bur from them alone. | ; 
| This pnblicke Declaration wee haue judged neceſſary ro make ro all Engliſh Catholicks, par ticulerly _ 
tothoſe thar are of abiliry , forthe diſcharge of our owne ſoules, requeſting, or rather coniuring 41l in © 
general], and euery one in particuler by the bowells of our Saviour Teſus Chriſt ro make ir their gyne caſe 
and to have that ſaying of 8, Tohn the Evangeliſt alwayes before their eycs , He that rhall bane the ſubs | 
| ſt 'wee of the world , and thall ſee his brother haze neede, and thall chat his bowels from him, hb: wwcth tha i 
Charity of God abtde in him? by, | "i -  T omoR"RU_ 
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